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Here are 34 unique points of view inspired by the earth, 

nature, and our shared surroundings. These award-winning 

photo stories and single images were selected by an 

esteemed panel of international photography experts for 

LensCulture’s Earth Awards 2015.

The work presented here comes from photographers living in 

16 countries and working at locations all over the globe.

No matter where in the world we live, we all share the same 

planet. At LensCulture, we believe that photography is the 

most vivid language today to convey the complex wonders 

and mysteries of nature. Likewise, it is one of the most 

powerful means to document the harmful effects of human 

intervention in the environment, and to applaud positive 

actions attempting to preserve our fragile ecosystems.

Juror Molly Roberts summed up this group of winning projects 

perfectly. She said:

“The level of thoughtful approaches to communicating very 

complex ideas about conservation, climate change and the 

impact of human consumption on this planet was extremely 

impressive—not to mention the simple stunning beauty of many 

of the images.”

There are many difficult stories here that are meant to disturb 

viewers and inspire change. You will also discover amazing 

celebrations of the beauty and joy that nature provides. We 

hope you will look carefully at every one of them — we think 

they are all important works that deserve to be seen, shared 

and discussed around the world.

Congratulations to all of the winners and finalists — your 

work inspires us. Our deep gratitude also goes out to every 

photographer who participated in this competition, and to 

the members of the jury who reviewed the many excellent 

submissions with care and thoughtful deliberation.

— Jim Casper, Editor-in-Chief, on behalf of the whole team 

at LensCulture
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Melissa Ryan  Director of Photography  |  Nature Conservancy Magazine  |  Washington, DC

Melissa Ryan is Director of Photography for Nature Conservancy Magazine, the award-winning magazine of The 

Nature Conservancy. Ryan oversees and implements the photographic vision for the print, online and mobile editions. 

She works in close partnership with freelance photographers to publish dynamic environmental conservation stories. 

Ryan has over 20 years of photo editing experience working on magazines, books, newspapers, and online projects.

magazine.nature.org

Francis Hodgson   Photography Critic, Financial Times  |  Co-Founder, Prix Pictet  |  London, UK

Francis Hodgson is a Professor in the Culture of Photography at the University of Brighton, in England. Before these 

current positions, he served as head of the Photography Department at Sotheby’s and also worked as a gallerist at 

the Photographers’ Gallery and Zwemmer Fine Photographs.

www.ft.com/arts/francis-hodgson

Molly Roberts  Chief Photography Editor  |  Smithsonian Magazine  |  Washington, DC

Molly Roberts is a photography editor, curator and photographer. She currently serves as Chief Photography Editor 

at Smithsonian Magazine. With 25 years of experience in the magazine publishing world, she is responsible for 

the content and appearance of many magazines, books, web sites and apps. She is an advocate for powerful 

visual storytelling and human rights, and recently created the non-profit HumanEyesUSA to present documentary 

photography projects in public spaces and use powerful imagery to help illuminate complex issues facing America.

www.smithsonianmag.com

Tetsuro Ishida  Curator  |  Tokyo Metropolitan Museum of Photography  |  Tokyo, Japan

Tetsuro Ishida was born in Osaka in 1968. After working at Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo, Ishida serves as the 

curator of Tokyo Metropolitan Museum of Photography, and was particularly involved with art museum education, 

exhibition projects and organization. He has curated exhibitions of Nobuyoshi Araki in 1999, Rinko Kawauchi in 2012, 

Contemporary Japanese Photography vol. 12 in 2013 and more.

www.syabi.com

Kathy Moran  Senior Editor for Natural History  |  National Geographic Magazine  |  Washington, DC

Kathy Moran is National Geographic magazine’s first senior editor for natural history projects. A 33-year veteran 

of the Society, Moran has been producing projects about natural ecosystems for the magazine since 1990. Moran 

has edited several books for the Society, including “Women Photographers National Geographic.” She was named 

“Picture Editor of the Year” for her winning portfolio in the 2006 Pictures of the Year competition and the 2011 Best of 

Photo competition. She is a founding member of the International League of Conservation photographers and edited 

numerous books for ILCP photographers.

ngm.nationalgeographic.com

Arianna Rinaldo  Director  |  OjodePez  |  Madrid, Spain

Arianna Rinaldo is a freelance professional working as a photo editor, reviewer, curator and teacher. She is the Director 

of OjodePez, the documentary photography quarterly published by LaFabrica, Madrid. She is also the artistic director 

of Cortona On The Move, an annual international photo festival, taking place in the beautiful region of Tuscany, Italy. 

In 2014, she was the guest artistic director of DOCfield14, a city-wide celebration of documentary photography in 

Barcelona, involving more than 40 institutions and organized by Photographic Social Vision. She is also the artistic 

director of Cortona On The Move, an annual international photography festival, taking place in the beautiful region of 

Tuscany, Italy.  

www.ojodepez.org

Ian Shive  CEO  |  Tandem Stills + Motion  |  Los Angeles, CA, USA

Ian Shive is CEO & founder of the Los Angeles-based Tandem Stills + Motion, Inc., one of the world’s leading collections 

of licensable photographs and motion clips of the outdoors. A noted photographer, he is the recipient of the prestigious 

Ansel Adams Award for Conservation Photography, the author of 5 books on photography and the environment, an 

instructor in the photojournalism program at the University of Southern California Los Angeles (UCLA), and Executive 

Producer of a program on sharks for the Discovery Channel, among other noted achievements. 

www.tandemstock.com

Jim Casper  Editor & Publisher  |  LensCulture  |  Amsterdam, Netherlands

Jim Casper is the founding editor and publisher of LensCulture, one of the leading destinations for contemporary 

photography from around the world. As an active member in the contemporary photography world, Casper organizes 

annual international photography portfolio review events, curates arts exhibitions, writes about photography and culture, 

lectures, conducts workshops, serves as an international juror and nominator for key awards, and is an advisor to arts 

and education organizations. He serves on the board of directors at SPE, the Society for Photographic Education, the 

world’s largest association of photography educators. 

lensculture.com

Chris Jordan  Photographic Artist  |  Seattle, WA, USA

Chris Jordan’s work explores contemporary mass culture from a variety of photographic and conceptual perspectives. 

Edge-walking the lines between beauty and horror, abstraction and representation, the near and the far, the visible 

and the invisible, his images depict viscerally the enormity and power of humanity’s collective will. Jordan’s works 

are exhibited and published worldwide. Walking the line between beauty and horror, abstraction and representation, 

the near and the far, the visible and the invisible, his images depict viscerally the enormity and power of humanity’s 

collective will.

www.chrisjordan.com

THE JURY
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SINGLE IMAGE WINNERS 

Silvana Andrade
Mexico

Yosuke Kashiwakura
Japan

David Kaszlikowski
Poland

FINALIST 

Alessandro Grassani
Italy

Alexander Petrenko
Switzerland

Alexey Trofimov
Russian Federation

Barbara Ciurej & 
Lindsay Lochman
United States

Cheryl Medow
United States

Daniel Kariko
United States

David Chancellor
South Africa

David Ellingsen
Canada

Eric Tomberlin
United States

Florian Ruiz
Japan

Gabor Dvornik
Hungary

Isabelle Menin
Belgium

Jabruson
South Africa

Jamey Stillings
United States

Jody Miller
United States

Joseph Romeo
United States

Mike Taylor
United States

Pawel Bogumil
Poland

Pierpaolo Mittica
Italy

FINALIST 

Ryota Kajita
United States

Simone Caprodossi
United Arab Emirates

Thierry Konarzewski
France

Thierry Bornier
China

Vanessa Neufeld
Canada

Zsolt Kudich & Réka Zsirmon
Hungary

LensCulture Earth Awards 2015

SERIES WINNERS
DOCUMENTARY CATEGORY

Paolo Marchetti
Italy

Renée C. Byer
United States

Kemal Jufri
Indonesia

FINE ART/CONCEPTUAL 
CATEGORY

Simon Norfolk
United Kingtom 

Mandy Barker
United Kingtom

Eduardo Leal
Portugal
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PAOLO MARCHETTI
Italy
www.paolomarchetti.org

Earth Awards Annual 2015 |  Paolo Marchetti

SERIES WINNERS: FIRST PLACE
DOCUMENTARY CATEGORY

Clockwise from top:

Milan, Italy, September 2014. Caiman skins 

are exposed in Lineapelle, the most important 

showroom in the world. Thousands of clothing 

industry workers come to this event from all over 

the world.

 Colombia, two hours from Barranquilla. Within 

the so-called “room of sacrifice,” the alligators are 

killed by a cut on their neck. Each cut is made 

from the knife of an operator whose sole task is 

to cut throats.

Thousands of caiman skins are stretched out 

in the open after the first cleaning and salting 

process. The skins of breeding “Repticosta” are 

intended for the Eastern market. For example, 

the skins above will be exhibited in Singapore 

within 20 days.

The Price of Vanity
 A worldwide obsession with high fashion sustains an entire industry 

built on animal sacrifice. The beautiful end-product is remorseless—it 

obscures the violent killing of countless animals, who spend their 

lives within the walls of intensive breeding facilities.
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Opposite page from top to bottom:

IInside one of the most important intensive mink-breeding 

facilities in Poland, close to Grodzisk Wielkopolski. 

The conveyor belt is used to transport the minks from 

one building to another. In the background, the bodies 

without fur have been stacked in a large container for 

post-processing.

The skins are separated from the bodies. In this room, 

one can see a pile of caimans without skin. This process, 

like all the other work on the farm, is done exclusively 

by hand.

An operator cuts the skin of a caiman that has just been 

shot. This delicate process occurs in several steps. First, 

the alligators are killed by a cut on their neck.

This page:

A panoramic view of the mink-breeding facility. Each year, 

tens of thousands of minks are bred in these hangars. 

Their skins are used mainly sent to China, the most 

important market in the world today.
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Opposite page from top to bottom:

At the mink-processing facility, we find the machine 

that separates the fur from the body. Unlike with the 

caimans, this is done mechanically.

In this warehouse, one sees the lifeless bodies of 

the minks before processing. They are all killed, en 

masse, with gas fumes. The corpses are then placed 

on a conveyor belt and transported to the various 

rooms where the precious fur will be separated from 

their bodies.

This page:

Milan, Italy, September 2014. A mink fur coat is 

exposed at Lineappelle. 
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RENÉE C. BYER
United States
https://www.facebook.com/renee.byer.77

Earth Awards Annual 2015 |  Renée C. Byer

SERIES WINNERS: SECOND PLACE
DOCUMENTARY CATEGORY

Electronic Waste Dumpsite
What are the consequences of our constantly updated technology, 

our thirst for the latest gadget? On the other side of the world, West 

African children hazard deadly pollution to melt down our electronic 

waste in search of valuable metals.

There are no environmental codes or regulations. 

Much of these waste materials are burned, and as 

no one is wearing a mask or protective clothing, 

these children are often exposed to toxic fumes. 
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From top:

 What used to be the pristine waters of the Korle 

Lagoon in the city of Accra, Ghana, in West Africa, 

is now an electronics dumpsite that is so toxic that 

neither fish nor worms can survive. 

In an e-waste dump that kills nearly everything that it 

touches, children search through hazardous waste. 

Fati, 8, balances a bucket on her head containing the 

little metal she has found.

Mohamed Abukari, 17, can sometimes make 8 Ghana 

CD a day, but sometimes makes nothing. He exposes 

himself to toxic fumes that gather in his clothes, skin, 

and lungs. He has no education and pays to live in 

the electronic dump area.

From top:

The children that work on this e-waste dumpsite burn computers in 

order to extract any valuable metals that might fall to the ground. In 

the process, they expose themselves to toxic fumes that gather in 

their clothes, skin, and lungs. 

The remnants of an old keyboard are embedded in the pathway to 

the e-waste dump in Ghana.

A group of girls walk along the Korle Lagoon toxic e-waste dump 

where they had been sifting for metals with magnets. Many are 

homeless, living together in shacks without toilets or electricity. Their 

water supply for bathing comes from the polluted lagoon.
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Opposite page from top to bottom:

Older boys, such as Mohamed Abukari, 17 (framed 

center), usually are first to burn and pick through the 

residue of discarded computers for copper wiring 

or any other valuable metals. In the background, 

other boys are getting ready to ignite more items 

into flames.

Philimon, 14, uses his hands to sift through the 

burned-over soil to find bits of precious metals. His 

charcoal blackened hands show the carbon residue 

and soot. His eyelashes are singed from the flames. 

This page:

Throughout the world, the poor are often asked to 

take on some of our worst jobs. Here, a young man in 

Ghana burns and sifts through discarded computers 

in hopes of finding any valuable metals. If he’s lucky, 

his life-threatening work will bring him a dollar a day.
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KEMAL JUFRI
Indonesia
https://www.facebook.com/kjufri

Earth Awards Annual 2015 |  Kemal Jufri

Above:

Indonesia, home to more than one hundred 

volcanoes, sits directly above the Pacific Ring of Fire. 

Due to its critical position, this archipelagic nation 

gets its ample share of devastating temblors and 

equally perilous volcanic eruptions.

Opposite page from top to bottom:

Burning volcanic materials covers the interior of 

a house at a village badly hit by pyroclastic flows 

from Mount Merapi eruption in Argomulyo village, 

Yogyakarta, Indonesia.

Bodies of victims of Mount Merapi eruptions rest 

amongst volcanic ash and debris in front of a house 

in Argomulyo.

SERIES WINNERS: THIRD PLACE
DOCUMENTARY CATEGORY

Living in the Shadow of Fire Mountains
For generations, families in Indonesia have lived at the foot of active 

volcanoes. Despite the danger, they refuse to leave their ancestral 

homes: to them, the volcanoes are the thrones of the deities, the 

source of unparalleled, divine power.
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Opposite page from top to bottom:

Dead farm animals rest amongst volcanic ash and 

debris from the erupting Mount Merapi in Argomulyo.

Farmers leave their vegetable farm as Mount 

Sinabung erupts, spewing a giant cloud of ash. 

The 2,460-meter volcano had been dormant for 

400 years before August 2010, and has since 

intermittently erupted, threatening lives and property.

Above:

A Buddha statue is covered in Mount Merapi’s 

volcanic ash in Muntilan, Indonesia. Revered and 

bestowed important status in Indonesian traditional 

culture, volcanoes are perceived both as benefactor 

and destroyer of life. 
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Opposite page from top to bottom:

Tenggerese worshippers and travellers climb 

up Mount Bromo during the Yadnya Kasada 

ritual ceremony in East Java, Indonesia to throw 

offerings of local produce. 

A Tenggerese shaman blesses a lamb before 

sacrificing it by throwing it to the mountain’s 

caldera during the Yadnya Kasada ritual 

ceremony in East Java, Indonesia.

A farmer pushes a cart filled with tomatoes after 

a harvest as Mount Sinabung spews volcanic 

ash in the background at the Karo district, North 

Sumatra, Indonesia. 

Above:

Tenggerese worshippers leave offerings after 

praying at Mount Bromo during the Yadnya 

Kasada ritual ceremony in East Java, Indonesia. 

The ritual involves throwing produce and 

livestock into the volcano as a gesture of 

gratitude to the mountain Gods.
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SIMON NORFOLK
United Kingdom
www.simonnorfolk.com

Earth Awards Annual 2015 |  Simon Norfolk

SERIES WINNERS: FIRST PLACE
FINE ART/CONCEPTUAL CATEGORY

The melting away of the Lewis Glacier on Mt. Kenya, 1963.

 

When I Am Laid In Earth: Mapping with a Pyrograph
Visualizing the retreat of glaciers can be difficult—by charting the gradual reduction 

of Lewis Glacier with lines of petroleum-fueled fire, this series dramatically calls us 

to consider our part in the diminishing natural landscape. 
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Opposite page from top:

The melting away of the Lewis Glacier on Mt. Kenya, 2004. 

The melting away of the Lewis Glacier on Mt. Kenya, 1963.

Above:

The melting away of the Lewis Glacier on Mt. Kenya, 1934. 
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Opposite page:

The melting away of the Lewis Glacier on Mt. Kenya, 1983.

The melting away of the Lewis Glacier on Mt. Kenya, 1934 

(Grave of a climber killed in 1960). 
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MANDY BARKER
United Kingdom
mandy-barker.com

Earth Awards Annual 2015 |  Mandy Barker

SERIES WINNERS: SECOND PLACE
FINE ART/CONCEPTUAL CATEGORY

Discarded cigarette lighters make reference to our single-use 

society. The Panda motif, an endangered species, faces away from 

the group, representing mother nature turning its back on man’s 

inability to take ownership of its waste.

Hong Kong Soup: 1826 (香港湯:1826)
While aesthetically pleasing, these collages of debris collected on 

Hong Kong beaches—sometimes within a single day—call attention to 

the severe pollution that is poisoning our world’s oceans.

Clockwise from top left:

Plastic ice lolly wrappers with syringes collected from single 

visits to three beaches on Hong Kong Island, Lantau Island, 

and the New Territories.

Zongzi. Miniature plastic imitation sticky rice packages 

found in the sea. Zongzi, or Zong are traditionally made from 

bamboo leaves and thrown into the sea as part of the Dragon 

Boat Festival in Hong Kong. Recovered from Tai O beach, 

Lantau Island.

Representing 150 tons of nurdles, (pre-production pellets) 

spilled from 6 cargo containers during Typhoon Vicente on 

July 23, 2012.
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Opposite page:

A collection of different species of discarded artificial flowers 

that would not exist at the same flowering time in nature. The 

lotus flower reflects early connotations of beauty in China.

Hong Kong’s traditional New Year’s dish: Poon Choi. 

Comprised of ten layered ingredients: child’s sandal, 

mannequin hand, race duck, ribbon, spectacle frame, toy 

dinosaur, fishing float, shipping tag, pocket game & toy boat. 

This page:

Plastic packaging from household products mixes with 

medical and hazardous waste. Take-away food packaging 

lies next to a bottle of bleach and a confectionery phone 

packet implies communication in the need for change. 

Representing 52 tons of polystyrene foam dining ware that 

goes into landfills EVERY DAY in Hong Kong, collected from 

five different beaches over one week in 2013. Polystyrene 

pieces or particles litter every beach.
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Recovered Transformers action figures reflect the inadequate 

disposal of children’s plastic toys. Part of a collection 

recovered from various beaches over past three years. 

Plastic debris collected from the Soko Islands 

represents the contour of the beaches and shape of 

the islands from where the waste was collected. 
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EDUARDO LEAL
Portugal
www.eduardoleal.co.uk

Earth Awards Annual 2015 |  Eduardo Leal

Plastic tree #21.

SERIES WINNERS: THIRD PLACE
FINE ART/CONCEPTUAL CATEGORY

Plastic Trees
Aesthetically moving while also deeply disturbing, these images aim 

to stimulate social awareness of our use of plastic bags—the planet’s 

most ubiquitous consumer item—which can be found littered across 

the natural world.

Plastic tree #20.
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Plastic tree #25.

Plastic tree #38.

Plastic tree #49.

Plastic tree #60.
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Plastic tree #58.

Plastic tree #59.

Plastic tree #2.

Plastic tree #22.
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SILVANA ANDRADE
Mexico
www.silvia-andrade.com

Earth Awards Annual 2015 |  Silvana Andrade

SINGLE IMAGE WINNER
FIRST PLACE

Megacerus
These little beetles are commonly called weevils. They are seed 

predators and are often found in dry foods including nuts and seeds, 

cereal and grain products. Although dismissed merely as pests, they 

offer a fascinating form when viewed in detail. Their unexpectedly 

wondrous form offers an invitation to find beauty in the simplest, most 

unexpected places.
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YOSUKE KASHIWAKURA
Japan
www.yosukekashiwakura.com

Earth Awards Annual 2015 |  Yosuke Kashiwakura

SINGLE IMAGE WINNER
SECOND PLACE

Crow’s Nest
After a citizen was attacked by a crow watching over its nest, 

employees of Tokyo’s municipal government moved the nest to 

a storage warehouse. The crow borrowed metal hangers a little 

at a time from apartment balconies, and skillfully formed the base 

structure with its beak. The only way to tell that it was a nest, was the 

egg resting in the center. The completed nest resembles a modern 

work of recycled art. 
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DAVID KASZLIKOWSKI
Poland
www.davidkaszlikowski.com

Earth Awards Annual 2015 |  David Kaszlikowski

SINGLE IMAGE WINNER
THIRD PLACE

Baltoro Glacier, Concordia, Pakistan.

Eye of the Glacier
This beautiful melting ice formation was noted after a drone recon flight 

at the high altitude of 5000 m above sea level in Concordia, Pakistan.
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ALESSANDRO GRASSANI
Italy
www.alessandrograssani.com

Earth Awards Annual 2015 |  Alessandro Grassani

FINALIST

Environmental Migrants: The Last Illusion
Floods in Bangladesh; droughts in Kenya; extreme cold in Mongolia—

by the middle of the century, over 2% of the world population will be 

composed of environmental migrants. The question is: where will they go?

From top to bottom:

The city is considered to be the fastest-growing 

cities in the world. Dhaka has a population of 

14 million, which is expected to increase to 

50 million by 2050. Dhaka has over 300,000 

newcomers entering the city each year and 

many of them are environmental migrants. 

Bangladesh, Dhaka. 

A view of the Kawran bazar slum where 

thousands of people live alongside the railway 

lines. They live a miserable life without running 

water in an unsanitary environment. Miles of 

slums are home to environmental migrants who 

live, quite literally, piled on top of each other.

Mr. Anisuzzaman stands with some neighbors 

outside his home in Debnagar. The river has 

annually flooded its banks for the past nine 

years. The people live under floodwater for five 

months a year.

Opposite Page:

A man struggles to stand and the signs of famine 

are visible on his skeletal body. With nothing to eat 

or drink, elders and children suffer the most from 

famine, and risk dying due to the poverty in Seis 

village, along the Kenyan-Ethiopian border..
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From top to bottom:

Rose earns some money washing clothes for 

the Nairobi center. She decided to immigrate to 

Nairobi with her husband and their six children 

after her animals died of hunger and thirst. After 

she arrived in the Kibera slum, her husband 

left her.

 

A drained water well in an almost deserted 

territory is the only spring of drinking water for 

thousands of people. Many leave the region for 

the Nairobi slums in fear of tribal fights for the 

control over the limited quantity of grazing land 

and water supplies. 

Erdene Tuya hauls a lost sheep to a small burial 

ground close to their yurt. The Tsamba family 

struggles through Mongolia’s harsh winters. 

Severe winter conditions—Dzud—have been 

responsible for the deaths of half the family’s herd.

From top to bottom:

Mongolia’s Gher district has developed without any urban 

planning, running water or electricity. Recent environmental 

migration has brought high levels of unemployment, poverty, 

and inhumane social conditions.

At the garbage dump, many environmental migrants find their 

first job in the city: collecting scrap bits and selling them for 

money. Asia, Mongolia, Ulan Bator.

Asia, Mongolia, Ulan Bator. Jigjjav family taken in the space 

of few meters square under the staircase where they live.
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ALEXANDER PETRENKO
Switzerland
alexstudio.ch

Earth Awards Annual 2015 |  Alexander Petrenko

FINALIST

Below us, Moscow was virtually burning. Thousands of big and 

small chimneys produced nothing harmful—mostly vapor and 

steam. Yet, imagine the sheer volumes of coal, gas, and oil 

needed to produce this amount of vapor.

Winter Day in Moscow
Below us, Moscow was virtually burning. Thousands of big and small 

chimneys produced nothing harmful—mostly vapor and steam. Yet, 

imagine the sheer volumes of coal, gas, and oil needed to produce 

this amount of vapor.



LensCulture  |  lensculture.com

ALEXEY TROFIMOV
Russian Federation
en.trofimov-photo.com

Earth Awards Annual 2015 |  Alexey Trofimov

FINALIST World In Half
Posing proudly in the early morning light, the swimmers at Qingdao 

Lake Baikal is the largest (by volume) freshwater lake in the world, 

containing roughly 20% of the world’s unfrozen surface fresh 

water—more than all the Great Lakes combined. In Winter, the lake 

develops a thick frozen sheet over its surface. Pedestrians—even 

snowmobiles—can venture out on the winter ice without fear. 

However, every spring, the once frozen sheet cracks apart, revealing 

the fresh water below.
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BARBARA CIUREJ
LINDSAY LOCHMAN
United States
www.ciurejlochmanphoto.com

FINALIST

Processed Views: Surveying the 
Industrial Landscape
Using processed foods as their material, these 

colorful, vibrant panoramas parallel iconic 

photographs of the American West, prompting us 

to examine our consumption of mass-produced, 

corporate products as the fuel for our bodies.

Fruit Loops Landscape, 18x22", archival pigment print, 2014.
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 Clockwise from top left:

 Change caption order to: Cola Sea, 18x22”, archival 

pigment print, 2014. 

Moonlight on Bologna, archival pigment print, 2014.

Deep Fried Bluffs, 18x22”, archival pigment print, 2014.

Blue Dye#1 Cliffs, l7x22” archival pigment print, 2014.

Clockwise from top left:

Change caption order to: Saturated Fat Foothills, 18x22”, 

archival pigment print, 2014.

White Bread Mountain, 18x22”, archival pigment print, 2014.

Flamin’ Hot Monolith,18x22”, archival pigment print, 2014.

Monoculture Plains, 18x22”, archival pigment print, 2014.
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CHERYL MEDOW
United States
www.cherylmedow.com

Grey Crowned Cranes, 2014.

FINALIST The Avian World
Transporting birds out of their natural environments into vivid fantasy 

locations creates an awareness of their fragile beauty—and the fact 

that the subjects’ real environments are quickly disappearing.

Clockwise from left to right:

Cattle Egret and the Grasshopper, 2014.

Night Heron In Tucson, 2014.

Saddle-Billed Storks, 2014.
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Clockwise from top left:

Tri-Colored Heron, 2014.

Roseate Spoonbills, 2013. 

Great Egret In The Desert, 2012.

Sandhill Cranes Wintering At Bosque, 2014.

Earth Awards Annual 2015 | Cheryl Medow

Reddish Egret, 2014.Reddish Egret, 2014.
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DANIEL KARIKO
United States
DanielKariko.com

Front Door Step, August 28th [Earwig].

FINALIST

Suburban Symbiosis: Insectum Domesticus
 Zoom in to see everyday insects that looks like sci-fi giant monsters 

— amazing images made with an electron microscope and excellent 

LED lighting. 

Clockwise from top left:

Front Porch, Doormat, August 14th [Boll Weevil].

Back Porch Screen Door, August 23rd [Brown and 

Black Paper Wasp]. 

Bathroom Rug, August 2nd [Carpet Beetle Larvae].

Top of the Parking Meter, August 3rd [Baby Mantis].
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Clockwise from top left:

Front Bathroom Window Screen, March 8th [Forage 

Looper Moth].

Kitchen Windowsill, September 14th [Mosquito].

Front Yard, Bench, May 23rd [Tree Cricket].

Window Screen, August 1st [Cuckoo Wasp].

Office Hallway, October 3rd [Green Bottle Fly].
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DAVID CHANCELLOR
South Africa
www.davidchancellor.com

FINALIST

Prior to attending a celebration of 10 years as a warrior, Samburu 

moran wash before applying red core. The Samburu are know as 

the ‘butterfly people’ because of the bright colors they wear, and 

their flamboyant body adornments.

With Butterflies and Warriors
Gone are the days when African wildlife roamed freely: but the latest 

models of community-based conservation offer protection for the ani-

mals and perhaps some sustainable economic models for the humans 

at the same time.

Clockwise from top left: 

A Samburu moran drinks the blood from the neck of a freshly 

slaughtered cow whilst attending Imuget le nkarna (celebration of 10 

years as a warrior).

A sedated white rhino is dehorned by a moran (warrior) in the hope 

that it will reduce the probability of it being poached in the future. 

Once removed the horn is transported to safe custody where it will 

remain for the foreseeable future.

A sedated Grevy’s zebra is fitted with a satellite transmitting collar 

at the Lekurruki Community Conservancy in northern Kenya. Its 

movement will be monitored by scientists in the US.

The incentive is now to protect rather than kill, and in many areas 

an enemy of the wildlife is now considered an enemy of the people. 

However, with the incredible amount of money being offered to 

poachers, this fragile peace and security hangs in the balance. 
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Opposite page clockwise from top left: 

Ranger recruits are trained to respond quickly and effectively to any 

given situation, not just poaching, without fear of tribal conflict. They 

will receive weapons to replace their sticks and are awarded the 

status of Kenya Police Reservists.

The body of a poacher, killed in a shoot out with conservancy 

rangers, lies in the open bush. His body was taken to the local 

morgue where it will likely remain until family members consider him 

‘overdue’ and begin a search of the local morgues and hospitals.

An elephant has been mortally wounded and is now unable to stand. 

After being examined by a veterinary surgeon, it’s clear that the 

elephant’s injuries will ultimately result in a slow and painful death. It 

is shot by the team.

Above: 

The last rhino to be killed by poachers was 39 years old at the time 

of death and the mother of a one year old calf. The skeleton bares 

the bullet holes from the poacher’s rifle, and is kept on display at a 

children’s education center on the conservancy.
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DAVID ELLINGSEN
Canada
www.davidellingsen.com

FINALIST

Installation 3, Lance-tooth Crosscut Saw. Five generations 

of my family have been a part of the forest industry in British 

Columbia. In providing for their families and future, my great 

grandfather felled many of the actual trees seen here. 

The Last Stand
Spectral remains of the old forest peek through gaps in new 

growth—a daunting reminder of one family’s part in British Columbia’s 

forest industry.

Clockwise from top: 

Grid 3, Four-point-Four Acres. It is difficult to appreciate the extent 

of the devastation that occurred with the second growth forest now 

obscuring the remains. The remains of 70 old growth trees attempts 

to communicate the scale.

 Installation 7, Untitled. These canvas backdrops, devices I use often 

in portrait work, were installed to emphasize a separation from the 

surrounding forest.

Installation 2, Springboards. Installation using the original 

springboards. The fallers would stand on these boards in order to 

begin the cut at a higher point on the trunk.
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Above:

Installation 4, Stamp Hammer. A heavy sledgehammer with a raised 

serial number on the end. The stamp hammer was used once the 

tree was felled, realizing the moment when the natural resource 

become a  branded commodity.

Left:

Grid 1, Western Red Cedar x25. Western Red Cedar, one of the two 

most commercially desirable species in the Pacific Northwest.

Above:

 Installation 5, Double Bit Axe. The original double bit 

axe used on these trees is installed multiple times and 

compressed into one frame.

Left:

 Grid 4, Springboard Notches. 100 springboard notches, or 

the first cut into the tree.
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ERIC TOMBERLIN
United States
www.erictomberlin.com

FINALIST

Garden of Earthly Delights
Composite of approximately 150 images from a neighborhood built to 

house Microsoft employees.
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FLORIAN RUIZ
Japan
florianruiz.photoshelter.com

FINALIST

Fukushima: Invisible Pain
 Long exposures and staggered superimposition create this contemplative 

series—in the vein of Japanese engravings—that offer a medium between 

the visible and the invisible and challenge us to see beyond the physical 

landscape to the radiation that lingers unseen.
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GABOR DVORNIK
Hungary
https://500px.com/cpt

FINALIST

The Village
This little lake was utterly ghostly and moody. I felt like I was in a 

fantasy tale, an enchanted land. A misty day is rare, as wind is always 

present due to the nearby Duna River.

 

Sződliget, Hungary. November 1st, 2014.
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ISABELLE MENIN
Belgium
www.isabellemenin.com

Above:

Echo 6. 

Right:

Echo 3. 

FINALIST

Clockwise from top:

Pink Storm 1.

Pink Storm 3. 

There’s a river in my head 3.
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Opposite page:

There’s a river in my head 8.

Clockwise from top left:

There’s a river in my head 9.

There’s a river in my head 10.

 This is not about flowers 4.

There’s a river in my head 11.

Inland Photographs and Disordered Landscapes
Flowers float in a sea of liquid color, their images reflected on a mirrored 

surface thus creating vibrant, blooming metaphors for the overflowing 

human spirit.
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JABRUSON
South Africa
www.jabruson.photoshelter.com

FINALIST

“Kith or Kin?”
The Earth can only have a viable future if we recognize that although 

we humans are part of the problem, we must see ourselves as the 

source of the solution as well.

Opposite page:

 Kith to Kin I. Sheer innocence and curiosity drive this 

young human to touch the outstretched palm of a 

“Silverback” Mountain Gorilla (Gorilla beringei beringei). 

Bukima, Virunga National Park, North Kivu, Northeastern 

Democratic Republic of Congo.

This page:

Kith to Kin II. The young daughter of a National Park 

ranger comforts an orphaned young Olive Baboon which 

clings to her for reassurance. (Papio anubis), Virunga 

National Park, Democratic Republic of Congo. 

Kith to Kin III. A young female Putty-nosed Monkey 

(Cercopithecus nictitans nictitans) is held captive. Its 

mother shot by hunters, it will now be kept as a pet 

until old enough to be eaten. Bayanga, Dzanga-Ndoki 

National Park, Central African Republic. 

 Kith to Kin IV. A wild sub-adult “Blackback” Mountain 

Gorilla (Gorilla beringei beringei) holds hands with 

a game ranger, an expression of the giant’s gentle 

disposition despite its formidable strength. Bukima, 

Virunga National Park, Democratic Republic of Congo.
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Clockwise from top left:   

Kith to Kin V. Primate laughter: a young Chimpanzee plays 

with an off-duty National Park guard (Pan troglodytes 

schweinfurthii). Rwindi, Central Sector, Virunga National Park, 

Democratic Republic of Congo.

Kith to Kin VI. Caged behind a local restaurant and 

starved of physical contact, an albino Vervet Monkey 

(Cercopithecus aethiops pygerythrus) reaches out to touch 

the photographer’s camera. Gasabo, Kigali, Rwanda. 

Kith to Kin VIII. A National Park ranger holds a severed 

Western Gorilla foot (Gorilla gorilla). Smoked by hunters 

for preservation, the foot was retrieved from confiscated 

“bushmeat.” Bayanga, Dzanga-Ndoki National Park, Central 

African Republic.

Kith to Kin IX. “Bushmeat”—Grey-cheeked Mangabey limbs 

for sale at a street market. (Lophocebus albigena). A little boy 

minds the table while his mother is absent. Mambasa, Okapi 

Wildlife Reserve, Ituri Forest, Democratic Republic of Congo. 

Kith to Kin VII. Mozambican children with captive Yellow 

Baboon youngster (Papio cynocephalus). The young animal 

was caught during a troop crop raiding excursion. Pemba to 

Montepuez highway, northeastern Mozambique.

Above:   

Kith to Kin X. Crying Boy and “Blackback” Mountain Gorilla 

from the “Ndungutse” family. A local boy’s first ever close-up 

encounter with gorillas brings him to tears. (Gorilla beringei 

beringei), Virunga National Park, North Kivu, Democratic 

Republic of Congo. 
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JAMEY STILLINGS
United States
jameystillingsprojects.com

Top:

#4061, 28 July 2011.

Bottom:

 #26, 15 October 2010.

FINALIST

Top:

#5490, 6 January 2012.

Bottom:

#6126, 11 April 2012.
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Changing Perspectives: The Evolution of 
Ivanpah Solar
Our unremitting search for energy leads us to rapidly transform the 

natural landscape to meet the needs of consumer culture—where do 

we draw the line?

Opposite page clockwise from top to bottom:

#6425, 2 June 2012.

 #7631, 4 June 2012. 

#1574, 21 April 2011.

#11590, 5 September 2013.

#4904, 6 January 2012.

Above:

#8796, 27 October 2012.
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JODY MILLER
United States
www.jodymillerphoto.com

FINALIST

Heavy Weather
Chasing storms yields stunningly dramatic 

meteorological landscapes, whose inherent drama 

is informed by the photographer’s decades-long 

career in Hollywood.

Opposite page top:

Roswell Supercell.

Opposite page bottom:

Many Layered Storm.

Top:

Supercell Over Downtown Roswell.

Bottom:

Super Storm Leaving Roswell.
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Opposite page clockwise from top left:

 Dusk Storm, Death Valley.

 Dust Storm, Mesquite Dunes.

Roswell Storm Receding.

Roswell Supercell Passes By.

 Colorado Thunderstorm. 

Haswell, Colorado Supercell.

Above:

Developing Storm over Colorado.
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JOSEPH ROMEO
United States
www.josephromeophotography.com

FINALIST

Star Jet Roller Coaster
When Hurricane Sandy slammed into Seaside Heights, New Jersey, 

on October 12, 2012, the roller coaster was situated on Casino Pier, 

an amusement park in Seaside Heights. Part of the pier collapsed into 

the Atlantic Ocean. The Star Jet sat at the end of the pier, yet this is 

all that remains. 
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MIKE TAYLOR
United States
miketaylorphoto.com

FINALIST

Noctambulism
The night appears to be a different world—one of diffused light, 

excessive shadows, and noises. Noctambulism, another word for 

sleepwalking, describes the iconic, gnarly trees that cling to the top of 

the canyon wall at Dead Horse Point State Park, Utah.
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PAWEŁ BOGUMIŁ
Poland
www.bogumilpawel.pl

FINALIST inHUMAN
Striking black-and-white portraits show a full, complex 

range of human-like emotions in apes.
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PIERPAOLO MITTICA
Italy
www.pierpaolomittica.com

FINALIST

Karabash: The Russian Ghost Town
Welcome to one of the most polluted cities on Earth—a place where 

the entire economic equilibrium is dependent upon a livelihood-

giving (yet life-destroying) copper smelting plant.

Opposite page from top to bottom:

The Karabash copper smelting plant releases a spillage lake of waste. 

From the beginning of its production, the plant has released into the 

air 180 tons of dioxin.

The forests, rivers and soil have a yellowish color because of iron, 

which has a concentration 500 times higher than normal due to 

waste coming from the Karabash copper smelting plant.

This page from top to bottom:

The Karabash copper smelting plant releases a spillage of waste.

The dead forest. This part of the forest has been completely burned 

by chemical poisoning.
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Clockwise from top left:

The orange color of the Sak-Elga river is due to the continuous 

pouring of waste from the copper smelting plant.

“I came here only few years ago because my husband got a job 

here at the copper smelting plant. When the copper smelting plant 

is working, the air is so polluted that you cannot breathe anymore,” 

Tatiana, a local resident, said.

The plant was closed in 1990 when it was declared by the authorities 

an “ecological disaster.” However, the entirety of the city’s jobs 

depend on the plant, so the community fell into poverty. In 1998, 

the government was forced to reopen the facility. The plant was 

reopened without any safety or environmental assessments.

Nature’s Revenge. Black Slag, an enormous black mountain, 15 

meters high and 2 km long, surrounds Karabash. It is made of 

industrial waste and heavy metal particles, which are very dangerous 

for the population’s health.

 The neighborhood that was downwind of the plant was evacuated 

a few years ago. It now lies abandoned and in total decay, including 

this former cinema.

Opposite page:

The Karabash copper smelting plant releases a spillage of waste. 
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RYOTA KAJITA
United States
www.ryotakajita.com

Earth Awards Annual 2015 |  Ryota Kajita

Frozen Bubbles No.1. This series depicts ice formations 

on ponds, lakes, and rivers in Alaska. Many of these are 

frozen bubbles of methane or CO2 trapped under ice. The 

formations in the photos are about 10-30 inches. Scientists 

research methane bubbles, considered greenhouse gas 

effects, in relation to the global climate change.

FINALIST

Clockwise from top left:

Frozen Bubbles No. 2.

 Frozen Bubbles No. 3.

Frozen Bubbles No. 5.

Frozen Bubbles No. 4.

Ice Formations
Propelled by a boyhood love of exploration, this photographer hunts 

for intricate ice formations in Alaska which connect him even more 

deeply to the natural world.
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Clockwise from top left:

Frozen Bubbles No. 7.

 Frozen Bubbles No. 8.

Frozen Bubbles No. 27.

Frozen Bubbles No. 11.

Frozen Bubbles No. 32.
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SIMONE CAPRODOSSI
United Arab Emirates
ww.scaprodossiphoto.com
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FINALIST

We spent a few hours trying to catch the perfect gulp of a brown pelican fully 

extending his pouch to catch fish.

The Big Gulp
We spent a few hours trying to catch the perfect gulp of a brown 

pelican fully extending his pouch to catch fish.

—Simone Caprodossi



LensCulture  |  lensculture.com

THIERRY KONARZEWSKI
France
thierrykonarzewski.com

Earth Awards Annual 2015 |  Thierry Konarzewski

FINALIST

After The Future
Bleak beaches scattered with discarded plastics form the 

focus of a post-apocalyptic narrative, challenging the viewer to 

consider society’s unsatisfiable appetite for consumption.

Opposite page from top to bottom:

 Landing. Atlantic ocean. France, February 19, 2014.

Cult. Atlantic ocean. France, February 24, 2014.

This page from top to bottom:

Ivory. Atlantic ocean. France, February 18, 2014.

 White Planet. Atlantic ocean. France, February 21, 2014.
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Opposite page clockwise from top left:

Forbidden City. Atlantic Ocean. France, February 22, 2014.

 

Surrealistic Meeting. Atlantic Ocean. France, February 24, 2014.

 

Atlas. Atlantic Ocean. France, January 11, 2015.

Palace. Atlantic Ocean. France, January 11, 2015.

The Last Fight. Atlantic Ocean. France, February 18, 2014. 

Above:

Power. Atlantic Ocean. France, February 18, 2014. 
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THIERRY BORNIER
China
www.thierrybornier.net

Earth Awards Annual 2015 |  Thierry Bornier

FINALIST

Opposite page from top to bottom:

God’s Palette, Yunnan, China.

Hani Terraces, Yunnan, China. 

This page from top to bottom:

Puzzle, Yunnan, China.

Longji Sunset, Yunnan, China. 
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Beauty Paddy of China
The Hani Rice Terraces, covering 16,603-hectares in 

Southern Yunnan, are marked by spectacular terraces that 

cascade down the slopes of the towering Ailao Mountains 

to the banks of the Hong River. Over the past 1,300 years, 

the Hani people have developed a complex system of 

channels to bring water from the forested mountaintops to 

the terraces.

Opposite Page top to bottom:

Reflections, Yunnan, China. 

Story in the Fields, Yunnan, China. 

Village in the Mist, Yunnan, China. 

Land of Mist, Yunnan, China.

Above:

Panoramic of the Terraces, Yunnan, China. 

Pastoral Yellow Fields, Yunnan, China.
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VANESSA NEUFELD
Canada
www.vphotographic.com

Earth Awards Annual 2015 |  Vanessa Neufeld

FINALIST

Taken near Broken Bow, Nebraska a couple years ago, this 

image is my world today, as I’ve been remembering past 

storms and gearing up for this coming year of chasing.

Strike Through a Supercell
Taken near Broken Bow, Nebraska a couple years ago, this image 

is my world today, as I’ve been remembering past storm chases and 

gearing up for this coming year of chasing.
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ZSOLT KUDICH 
RÉKA ZSIRMON
Hungary
www.kudich.com
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FINALIST

Great Egrets: A Nature Conservation Success
Despite aggressive poaching for their beautiful plumage, Hungarian Egrets 

have made a comeback—stunning images of these graceful birds in their 

protected habitat celebrate the beauty of our natural world.

From top to bottom:

Egrets at dawn. Great Egrets, Hungary. Aggressive poaching for 

their fashionable plumes left their colonies counting only 31 mating 

pairs in 1921.

At Dawn. Great Egrets, Hungary. As a result of international 

collaboration to preserve and protect their natural habitat, the egrets’ 

colonies now count over 3,000 pairs in Hungary.

Silhouettes. Great Egrets, Hungary. 

. 

Left:

Egret Sea. Great Egrets, Hungary. 

The changing fortunes of the 

Great Egret (Egretta alba egretta) 

is the environmental protection’s 

signature success story.
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Opposite page from top to bottom:

Air show. Great Egrets, Hungary.

Egrets with gulls. Great Egrets, Hungary.

Above:

Snowfall. Great Egrets, Hungary.. 
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creating books for art and design professionals. They 
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www.lensculture.com

LensCulture is one of the largest online destinations 
to discover curated contemporary photography from 

around the world. We reach a global audience of over 
1.5 million monthly via the web, social media, and 

mobile platforms. Throughout the year, LensCulture 
hosts several international photography competitions 
with photographers from over 140 countries. We also 
curate photography exhibitions in leading cities and 
create projections that are screened at international 

photography festivals.

Our mission is to discover the best of contemporary 
photography and share it with the largest audience 

possible. We believe talented photographers deserve 
global exposure that can lead to valuable, career-

building opportunities. We are committed to helping 
photographers of all levels to advance their careers 

and become better photographers, a goal we hope to 
accomplish in everything we do at LensCulture.

Visit us at lensculture.com and become an active part 
of the community!



Discovering the best in contemporary photography


