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In any given week, the number of photographs 

uploaded to the internet approaches, or likely exceeds, the 

total number of people living on the planet today. Amidst this 

torrent, something seems to be happening: in the 21st century, 

photography serves as the globe’s single most universal lan-

guage. At LensCulture, we are interested in finding people who 

are using this language with fluency and freshness, because 

amidst the near infinite flow of pictures, there are clearly some 

new talents emerging who can and should stand out from the 

crowd. Such photographers are inventive and expressive, 

teaching us new ways to see and think about the world. Here 

you will discover many vibrant examples of some of the best 

photography today.

When we set out to discover the best emerging talents work-

ing in photography, we felt that our call should be as wide 

open as possible. We chose not to impose restrictions on age 

or location. An emerging photographer simply meant some-

one who considered themselves emerging and was seeking 

greater recognition for their work. By the end of our competi-

tion, we found that our open-mindedness was rewarded. With 

photographers from 92 countries participating, ranging in age 

from 18 to 69, and utilizing photography in a stunning array of 

approaches, we were delighted with what we discovered.

The international jury’s task was certainly difficult but in  

the end, 50 photographers stood out, representing 21  

countries from across the world. It is difficult to simply  

summarize the group’s approach, methodology or inspiration. 

Suffice to say that the practice of photography is alive, well  

and inspiringly robust.

Our goal at LensCulture is to create the richest platform in the 

world for discovering and sharing the best in contemporary 

photography. With the work of emerging talents like these,  

we feel well on our way.

We hope you are as inspired by this promising group of  

emerging photographers as we are.

A special thanks to our jury and to everyone who  

participated.

Discover LensCulture’s Emerging Talents for 2014

– Jim Casper, editor and publisher, LensCulture
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Corey Keller

Curator of Photography
San Francisco Museum of Modern Art
San Francisco, CA, USA
sfmoma.org

“The overall quality of the work was ex-

ceptionally high. I appreciated the diversi-

ty of the submissions, and the wide range 

of creative artists who participated. Most 

of all, I was impressed by the internation-

alism of the competition. As a result, I had 

a chance to see a lot of work I would have 

had no exposure to otherwise, including 

the artist I chose as my winner.”

Olivier Laurent

Editor
TIME LightBox
London / New York
lightbox.time.com

“The sheer number of submissions show 

that photography is alive and well, and in-

credibly diverse, which is, without doubt, a 

very good sign for all of us. Sadly, it quickly 

became apparent that a majority of photog-

raphers still struggle to edit their work.” 

Sujong Song

Curator and Committee Member,
Daegu Photo Biennale
Seoul, Korea
daeguphoto.com

“It’s not easy to come across such a 

selection of diverse and well-executed 

works as the ones I’ve seen in this com-

petition. In particular, it’s rare to be met 

with such varied formal experiments so 

well tailored to each respective subject. 

I was able to truly see the current direc-

tion of contemporary photography at a 

glance. Starting from the idea of what 

seeing is to explorations of color and 

form, myriad endeavors to define the 

qualities of photography as a medium, 

and works based on satirizing our reali-

ty through wit and humor, the methodol-

ogies employed were as diverse as the 

works themselves.”

Clare Grafik

Head of Exhibitions
The Photographers’ Gallery
London, UK
thephotographersgallery.org.uk

“The submissions for the LensCulture 

Emerging Talent Awards 2014 were 

extremely dynamic in both method 

and concept. They showed an exciting 

range of contemporary approaches, 

from hybrid technologies that utilise an-

alogue with digital techniques and from 

highly conceptual art photography to 

reportage and documentary forms. It is 

a testament to the diversity and breadth 

of independent practices happening all 

over the world that all these works can 

find a platform and engaged audiences 

with which to share them.”

Jim Casper

Editor & Publisher
LensCulture
Paris, France
lensculture.com

“I was especially taken by the unique 
method with which anonymous negatives 
were given new life in the Estate project 
by Andreas Olesen. By juxtaposing old 
found photos with contemporary (but out-
of-focus) landscapes, the photographer 
has created multiple layers of meaning 
and interest, and has created thought-pro-
voking new art without compromising the 
original imagery. The clever manner of 
showing the past as a positive image, and 
the present as a negative, also plays with 
the notion of photography preserving the 
past and stopping time. The technique of 
taping film to glass — and then photo-
graphing the film, the tape, the glass, and 
what can be seen through the glass — 
also plays with the notion of the picture 
plane itself in a delightfully fresh manner.”

Each of the five jury members selected one  

photographer from the Top 50 Emerging Talents  

to be awarded special  

distinction with a cash grant.

2014 THE JURY

lensculture
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GRANT WINNERS 

Nancy Borowick
United States 

Antoine Bruy
France

Laura Stevens
France

Sian Davey
United Kindgom

Andreas Olesen
Denmark

Adriane Ohanesian
Kenya

Aixia Li
China

Ali Mobasser
United Kingdom

Andrejs Strokins
Latvia

Christian Werner
Germany

Christine Erhard
Germany

Claire A. Warden
United States

Corinna Kern
South Africa

Diana Alhindawi
United States

Dmitry Gomberg
United States

Eirini Vourloumis
Greece

Eugenio Grosso
United Kingdom

Floriane Lassee
France

Gesche Würfel
United States

Greg Kahn
United States

Heidi Kirkpatrick
United States

Jisun Choi
United Kingdom

Joana Choumali
Cote d’Ivoire

Jorge De La Torriente
United States

Katrina Kepule
Latvia

Kerry Mansfield
United States

Luca Lupi
Italy

Lucile Chombart De Lauwe
France

Marcela Paniak
Poland

Marie Hudelot
Fra nce

Marjorie Salvaterra
United States

Maroesjka Lavigne
Belgium

Marta Berens
Poland

Matthew Arnold
United States

Meeri Koutaniemi
Finland

Michele Palazzi
Italy

Michelle Siu
Canada

Miki Hasegawa
Japan

Myriam Abdelaziz
United States

Nafise Motlaq
Malaysia

Nancy Lee
Netherlands

Nish Nalbandian
United States

Noah Addis
United States

Olivia Lavergne
France

Patrick Willocq
Congo

Renate Beense
Netherlands

Sandra Hoyn
Germany

Sanne De Wilde
Netherlands

Sarah Choi
Hong Kong

Souvid Datta
United Kingdom

Yoshinori Mizutani
Japan

INDEX
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Cancer Family

With compassion and respect, the photographer captures the full 

range of her parents’ experience as they both endure cancer treat-

ments simultaneously – from the daily banter to their shifting dynamic 

as patient and caregiver.

Nancy Borowick
United States
www.nancyborowick.com

GRANT WINNER 

Nancy Borowick 
Series “Cancer Family”
Selected by Clare Grafik

“Nancy Borowick’s black and white photographs  

document her parents’ lives as they receive parallel  

treatment for cancer. Rather than a tragic tale of love  

and loss, this series focuses on the quiet intimacy be-

tween a man and woman who share infinitely more than 

their current challenges. The images are accomplished 

in both execution and editing but – moreover – are filled 

with honesty, humour and an everyday empathy that  

quietly but insistently gives the work a strength and  

enduring quality I found extremely striking.”

– Clare Grafik, Head of Exhibitions
The Photographers’ Gallery



Nancy Borowick
United States



Scrublands

This photo-essay depicts European men and women who made the 

radical choice to live away from cities, willing to abandon lifestyles 

based on performance, efficiency and consumption.

Antoine Bruy
France
www.antoinebruy.com

GRANT WINNER 

Antoine Bruy
Series “Scrublands”
Selected by Sujong Song

“Scrublands by Antoine Bruy is about people who have 

turned their backs on modern civilization and its empha-

sis on consumerism and productivity, choosing instead 

the slower, if inconvenient, life that paces itself with 

nature. The series shows the changing of the seasons, 

and the newly adopted routine of daily life that follows 

the earth’s own rhythm. The photography is quiet, like 

the life its subjects chose, but also carries within it a deep 

resonance. The work fuses together then discards the 

landscape, humans, and objects within each frame, ulti-

mately showing that it was inevitable all these elements 

would exist in this place. It’s immediately apparent a lot 

of time was invested into these poetic, polished images. 

More than anything, authenticity can be read in each 

photograph, which lends the series an unspoken air of 

trust. Bruy throws out a sobering question about our way 

of life and existence. The fact that he does it so eloquent-

ly in a language none other than photography is even 

more exceptional.”

– Sujong Song, Curator and Committee Member
Daegu Photo Biennale



Antoine Bruy
France



Another November

How suddenly-single women in Paris deal with emotional relationship 

break-ups, and all that is attached to that sense of loss.

Laura Stevens
France
www.laurastevens.co.uk

GRANT WINNER 

Laura Stevens
Series “Another November”
Selected by Olivier Laurent

“Laura Stevens’ carefully constructed images go beyond 

the simple portrayal of the subjects’ emotional states; 

they also give us a window into the photographer’s psy-

che — her motivations and her uncertainties. Her images 

are aesthetically haunting.”

– Olivier Laurent, Editor
TIME LightBox



Laura Stevens
France



Looking for Alice

All the tensions, joys, ups and downs that go with the territory of being 

in a family — and finding love for a child born with Down’s Syndrome.

Sian Davey
United Kingdom
www.siandavey.com

GRANT WINNER 

Sian Davey
Series “Finding Alice”
Selected by Corey Keller

“Sian Davey’s work stood out for me on each pass 

through the submissions. Though her subject is intensely 

personal, the photographs, to me, transcend that spec-

ificity and tell a more universal narrative about love, 

childhood, and family that any viewer could understand. 

Davey’s work has a rawness, a vulnerability that I re-

sponded to profoundly, and I appreciated the understat-

edness of her approach. In less capable hands, a similar 

project could have felt emotionally manipulative or even 

exploitative, but there is none of that here. Deeply felt 

without being sentimental, the work is at once tender and 

beautifully seen.”

– Corey Keller, Curator of Photography
San Francisco Museum of Modern Art



Sian Davey
United Kingdom



Estate

This series appropriates anonymous found negatives in a unique 

manner to create thought-provoking new art works.

Andreas Olesen
Denmark
www.andreasolesen.com

GRANT WINNER 

Andreas Olesen
Series “Estate”
Selected by Jim Casper

“I was especially taken by the unique method with which 

anonymous negatives were given new life in the Estate 

project by Andreas Olesen. By juxtaposing old found 

photos with contemporary (but out-of-focus) landscapes, 

the photographer has created multiple layers of meaning 

and interest, and has created thought-provoking new art 

without compromising the original imagery. The clever 

manner of showing the past as a positive image, and 

the present as a negative, also plays with the notion of 

photography preserving the past and stopping time. The 

technique of taping film to glass — and then photograph-

ing the film, the tape, the glass, and what can be seen 

through the glass — also plays with the notion of the 

picture plane itself in a delightfully fresh manner.

“When reviewing Olesen’s other photographic work on 

his website, it is clear to me that the photographer has a 

lot of creative ideas and is very successful and bringing 

his ideas into reality.”

– Jim Casper, Editor & Publisher
LensCulture



Andreas Olesen
Denmark



Adriane Ohanesian
Kenya

www.adrianeohanesian.com

Women of the KIA

Women in north Myanmar have few opportunities outside of serving 

in the Kachin Independence Army (KIA), the last remaining major rebel 

group. They join the army at age 16 — by choice or by force.



Aixia Li
China

www.aixiali.com

Chan: Chinese Foot Binding

These complex multimedia installation pieces attempt to unravel 

the controversial custom of foot-binding and reinterpret it for a 

contemporary audience.



Ali Mobasser
United Kingdom

www.alimobasser.com

Afsaneh: Box 3

The life story of Afsaneh Mobasser: born into privilege in Iran, she was 

then forced into exile, beginning her long journey across the world. 

Her narrative is told through her official government ID photos, taken 

from age 7 to age 55.



Andrejs Strokins
Latvia

strokins.info

People in the Dunes

A contemplative, photo-documentary exploration of how the not-too-

distant Soviet past continues to echo in a small village on the outskirts 

of Riga, Latvia.



Christian Werner
Germany

www.werner-photography.com

Punished by the Gods

In Indonesia, the mentally ill are considered evil and so their families 

lock them up, chain them and detain them in horrifying conditions—for 

years at a time. A shocking documentary report.



Christine Erhard
Germany

www.christineerhard.de

Moscow Intervention

By photographing carefully constructed models, which break the rules 

of perspective, these images hope to disrupt photography’s ingrained 

conventions of representation and reality. 



Claire A. Warden
United States

www.claireawarden.com

Mimesis

Resembling systems of the natural sciences—microscopic, topographic 

and celestial—these abstract photographs evoke beauty in their mate-

rial nature and in their sense of mystery.



Corinna Kern
South Africa

www.foto-kern.com

George’s Bath

As one of the only accessible spaces in the cramped home of a 

72-year-old hoarder, George’s bathtub has become the place where 

he washes the dishes, does his laundry, repairs bikes, reads books or, 

last but not least, takes a bath.



Diana Alhindawi
United States

www.dianazeynebalhindawi.com

The Minova Rape Trials

The Democratic Republic of the Congo has been dubbed “the rape 

capital of the world” — these photographs tell the story of a pivotal trial 

that attempted to change this history.



Dmitry Gomberg
United States

www.dimagomberg.com

The Shepherd’s Way

A five-year documentary made by following in the footsteps of 

shepherds in the Caucasus mountains: simple, harsh, beautiful.



Eirini Vourloumis
Greece

www.eiriniphoto.com

In Waiting

The economic crisis in Greece has forced the country’s people 

to re-consider the most basic elements of Greek identity — this 

series explores the interiors of public institutions as a microcosm 

of this national soul-searching.



Eugenio Grosso
United Kingdom

eugeniogrosso.photoshelter.com

Heavily Loaded

Every Saturday in the port of Palermo, you will find cars piled 

dangerously high with stuff, junk. This series explores how these 

humble-seeming vehicles are recreating a tradition that goes back 

thousands of years.



Floriane Lassee
France

www.florianedelassee.com

How Much Can You Carry?

Walking along the roads of East Africa, Indonesia, and Bolivia, 

men, women and children carry high stacks of plastic utensils, 

mountains of firewood, the harvests of the fields atop their 

heads with impeccable balance.



Gesche Würfel
United States

www.geschewuerfel.com

Basement Sanctuaries

Across New York City, the supervisors of apartment buildings transform 

their basement workspaces into tiny, hidden sanctuaries that serve as 

reminders of their distant homes or their future dreams.



Heidi Kirkpatrick
United States

www.heidikirkpatrick.com

Dearly Departed

Using a wide variety of photographic and multimedia techniques, a 

photographer transforms found objects from her deceased relatives 

into loving, artistic mementos.



Jisun Choi
United Kingdom

My Sweet Home

 These oddly uncomfortable — uncanny? — interiors reflect on 

the anxieties of our modern lives as revealed in our most private 

spaces: our homes.



Joana Choumali
Cote d’Ivoire

www.joanachoumali.com

Hââbré, The Last Generation

Hââbré means scarification, the age-old practice of performing 

a superficial incision in a person’s skin. These portraits capture 

a fast disappearing tradition, bearing witness to the rapidly 

changing face of Africa.



Jorge De La Torriente
United States

www.delagallery.com

From Above

Just a simple change in perspective, (in this case: helicopter) can 

evoke a completely new way of seeing the commonplace that we 

know so well.



Katrina Kepule
Latvia

www.isspskola.lv/en/graduates/graduates-2014/katrina-kepule

Sit Silently

A conceptual view of life in contemporary Latvia—showing the ordinary 

in a way that invites creative re-thinking of alternate possibilities.



Kerry Mansfield
United States

www.kerrymansfield.com

Expired

The unique communal experience offered by well-worn, well-loved 

library books is quickly disappearing — being replaced by finger 

screen-swipes and plastic newness. This series celebrates the beauty 

of shared books.



Luca Lupi
Italy

www.lucalupi.it

Landscapes

Imagine a completely modular world, one broken into individual, 

endlessly interchangeable units. This inventive series of horizon land-

scapes reflects on our increasingly subdivided environment.



Lucile Chombart De Lauwe
France

www.lucile-chombartdelauwe.com

Foyers (Urbains) Mongols

After a long history of nomadism, Mongolia’s population 

is rapidly urbanizing, resulting in enormous social, 

cultural and behavioral adjustments.



Marcela Paniak
Poland

www.marcepani.art.pl

Elysium

These richly imaginative yet deeply melancholy portraits bring togeth-

er old photographs and dead flowers to convey feelings of sadness, 

sentimentality—and eternity.



Marie Hudelot
France

www.mariehudelot.fr

Heritage

Using decorative elements, the photographer fashions 

anonymous mixed heritage portraits playing on the ideas of 

mark, fight and femininity.



Marjorie Salvaterra
United States

www.marjoriesalvaterra.com

HER

Through surreal interpretations and cinematic gestures, these 

photographs reflect on the shared experience of womanhood: the 

joys, the struggles, the constant, never-ending surprises.



Maroesjka Lavigne
Belgium

www.maroesjkalavigne.be

You Are More Than Beautiful

In Seoul, the social pressure to look beautiful is overwhelming—a 

good nose job can mean a good-paying job. These documentary 

photos explore.



Marta Berens
Poland

www.martaberens.com

Dream Chapter

Fairy tale, dream-like images that suggest irrational connections 

with each other yet still seem to flow through a mysterious, 

intertwining dialogue.



Matthew Arnold
United States

www.matthewarnoldphotography.com

Topography is Fate: North African Battlefields of WWII

Adopting a New Topographic style, these landscape photographs 

explore remote, long-silent battlefields, revealing the echoes and 

traces that war leaves behind.



Meeri Koutaniemi
Finland

www.meeri.fi

Taken

Over a hundred million women around the world have suffered genital 

mutilation — these photographs tell the story of two sisters in Kenya 

who undergo the ritual.



Michele Palazzi
Italy

www.michelepalazziphotographer.com

Black Gold Hotel

Mongolia is so “blessed” with bounteous mineral deposits that 

the last decade has witnessed skyrocketing economic growth—

along with seismic changes to the country’s environment, culture 

and very way of life.



Michelle Siu
Canada

www.michellesiu.com

Marlboro Boys

These unsettling documentary portraits tell the story of how Indonesia’s 

lax regulations, combined with foreign tobacco companies’ insatiable 

greed, has led to skyrocketing rates of child smokers across the country.



Miki Hasegawa
Japan

www.miki-hasegawa.com

Jewels

From the eyes of a child, seemingly ordinary things are transformed 

into “jewels”. A photographer’s (and mother’s) exploration of her 

daughter’s world.



Myriam Abdelaziz
United States

www.myriamabdelaziz.com

Menya’s Kids

These portraits—blown out, overexposed, dusty—powerfully 

convey the harsh conditions faced by child laborers in the 

quarries of Menya, Egypt.



Nafise Motlaq
Malaysia

www.nafisemotlaq.com

Fathers & Daughters

A wide-ranging series of portraits of Iranian fathers & daughters in 

different social classes in Tehran and other cities.



Nancy Lee
Netherlands

www.nancylee.nl

Global Village

 “I photograph the world as a miniature playground. I think of a piece of 

music: notes, slurs, staccatos, articulations. Use your imagination—and 

feel the beat.”



Nish Nalbandian
United States

www.NishNalbandian.com

Aleppo Struggles On

Aleppo — the largest city in Syria and the home of a city center which 

is a UNESCO World Heritage site — is also at the heart of an ongoing 

battle which will likely decide the fate of Syria.



Noah Addis
United States

www.noahaddis.com

Future Cities

It is estimated that by 2050, the world’s squatter population will hit 

3 billion—this series explores what life looks like in these informal, 

unplanned settlements that are growing across the world.



Olivia Lavergne
France

www.olivialavergne.com

Jungles

 Employing chiaroscuro lighting and the traditional palette of landscape 

paintings—ochre, green, blue—these vibrant photographs delve into 

the opulence and mystery of the jungle.



Patrick Willocq
Congo

www.patrickwillocq.com

I am Walé Respect Me

Congo Pygmy tradition includes a two to five-year ritual for new 

mothers which culminates in a colorful dancing and singing 

performance—these photographs are staged re-creations of 

these unique celebrations.



Renate Beense
Netherlands

www.renatebeense.nl

just dad

A series of photographs that explore one woman’s relationship 

with her eccentric, sometimes exasperating father—who she also 

resembles, admires and loves.



Sandra Hoyn
Germany

www.sandrahoyn.de

Fighting for a Pittance

In Thailand, children begin boxing at the age of six—these heart-

breaking photographs document the life of these children fighters.



Sanne De Wilde
Netherlands

www.sannedewilde.com

Snow White

Albinos, like photographic material, are light sensitive—

this series offers an exploration of the “other” through a 

sequence of dazzling portraits.



Sarah Choi
Hong Kong

www.sarahchoiphotography.com

Streets in Hong Kong

Vibrant and faded; modern and traditional; bright and shaded—urban 

dwellers pass through their surroundings, unknowingly “completing” 

beautiful scenes.



Souvid Datta
United Kingdom

www.souvid.org

China: The Human Price of Pollution

Every year, China’s pollution causes an estimated 3.5 million deaths — 

these photos show how bad the problem really is.



Yoshinori Mizutani
Japan

www.yoshinori-mizutani.com

COLORS

In the words of the artist: “Sometimes photography without context is 

enough — the lack of context gives depth to the picture, a resonance, 

gives us space to examine the banality of the subject and the beauty 

inherent in it.”
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Special Thanks to Edition One Books

Edition One Books, generously provided each of the five 

Grant Winners with a $1,000 credit to print a set of photo-

books, promotional catalogs, or other bound print projects. 

They also printed and bound this LensCulture Emerging 

Talent 2014 Annual.

About Edition One Books

Leading the short-run self-publishing industry in quality and 

customer service, Edition One Books specializes in creating 

books for art and design professionals. They offer an excep-

tional selection of fine materials and options to make your 

book stand out.

Edition One is staffed by a small group of graphic arts profes-

sionals. Most have formal training in the visual arts, and they 

all care about the product they make. From the press oper-

ator checking color consistency to the person foil stamping 

book covers, each person uses their hands and eyes to en-

sure every job is done right. Their books are truly handmade 

right in Berkeley, California. 

www.editiononebooks.com

Thank you to our Gallery Partner in Barcelona,  

Galeria Valid Foto, for hosting the  

LensCulture Emerging Talent 2014 Exhibition.  

Thanks to Fernando Peracho,  

Angel Albarrán and Anna Cabrera.

A Publication of LensCulture, Inc. © 2014

Publication Design: Laura Sackett, LensCulture

Printing: EditionOne Books

Front & Back Covers © Yoshinori Mizutani

All photographs © of their respective owners

www.lensculture.com

LensCulture has become one of the most  
authoritative resources for contemporary  

photography. We are committed to discovering 
and promoting the best of the global photography 

community. We look for exciting work from every 
continent, and from diverse points of view:  

documentary, fine art, nature, photojournalism, 
activism, street photography, poetic, personal, 

abstract and human. Throughout the year,  
LensCulture hosts international photography  

competitions, which are designed to discover, 
reward, and promote talented, new, emerging 

and established photographers and multimedia 
creators from around the world.



discover the best of contemporary photography

lensculture


